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I pray you remember the Poor. 
Amos 8.6. Hear, O ye that ſwallow up 


Land to fail, making the Ephah ſmall 
and the Shekel great, falfifying the bal- 
lance by Deceit, that you may buy the 
poor for ſilver, and the needy for a pair 


the needy, even to make the Poor of the | 


of ſhooes. 
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The Charitable 
CHR I ST IAN. 


A Word of Combert from the God of 
Comfort, to ſuch as are truly Poor. 


| Anda Word of Chriſtian Counſel and Ad 


vice to ſuch as are worldly Rich, ſtir- 
ring them up to the Chriſtian Duty, 
and practiſe of Charity. 


With ſome powerful Motives 


and perſwaſions thereunto, drawn from 
the Word of God, to convince men of the 
neceſſity of this Chriſtian Duty ʒ with the 
ſore Evils and Calamities which are 
threatned in the Word of God, againſt 
Un merciful Men. 


* * _—_ 


— — 


Pfal. 41. 1,33. 

Bleſſed is he that confidereth the Poor, the Lord 
will deliver him in the time of trouble: The 
Lord will preſerve him and keep him alive, and 
he ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth. The Lord 
will ſtrengthen him upon the bed of Languiſh= 

tbrg, and will malę his bed in his I ickneſ.. 


5 Publiſhed by a Lover of tfoſpitality. 


Pzinted by H. B. for ]. Clark;W. - Thackery, 
and T. Paſſinger. 1685. 
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1 Tim. 175 © 19. 

Charge them that are Rich in thisworkd; 
J that they be not high- minded, nor truſt in 
uncertain Riches; but in the living God, 
which giveth us richly all things to inpy. 

That they do good, that they be rich in 
good Works, ready to diſtribute, williug to 
communicate. 

Laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
f;undation againſt the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal Life. 


He Bleſed ApoMe in theſs dl oꝛda 
lays down ſeveral Arguments & 
Perſwaſions to Charity, which in 
this age we nowlive in, is even 

almoſt ex wn out of date with moſt men. Foz 
notw t, inding there is a great noiſe of Re: 
A -3 ligjon, 
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ligion abꝛoad, vet it is alſo lamentable tocon: 
ſider, how irreligiouJy many men live, making 
Freat outward ſhew and pzet ente ok Reli- 
gion, Þut a r peny t nigen pe power 
and p2actice chereot, which in a great meaſure 
doth conſtſt in the pace ol kh „St. 


James muy . nd the- laſt 
verle: 2 igion 22 
Gad, is this, to vilit the Fatherleſs and the 


Widow in their Diſtreſs, That is, by re⸗ 
lleving their netelſities. | 

There are ſeveral Arguments that Qhould 
p2ovoke us to Thavity in theſe wozds of the 


He doth not chavge them in the Name of our 
King oz State, but in the Name of the Great 
God of Heaven and Earth, whoſe Awbaſſa- 
do2 he was. The ſum and ſubſtance of this 
charge is this, Firſt, that they |hvuld noi be 
high-minded ; that is to ſap, loity, pꝛoud, and 
ſcoznlul, digdaining to lok upon thoſe that 
are paz: and Secondly, That they ſhould not 
truſt in uneet tain Riches but in the living God. 
Pen are apt to think themſelves ſafe t ſecure, 
if they have gotten but Eſtates intbefr hands; 
but the Wis2d of God ſaith otherwiſe. The 
Apoſtle here calls Riches uncertain;-and So- 
Jomon ſaith of them, that they are Yanity 
vl Vanities, mer empty nothing: __ 

E Which 


before 


Apoſtle, as Arſt, che Charge given to rich men. 
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which we ought not to covet alter fo we tame 
into the world naked without Riehen and it is 
tertain we Halt c2t:y noiſe with: Is out of the 
World; then as St. Paul faith, 1: Tim. 6. B. 
let us, having food and ray mene, be there- : 
withal* content. But: ik we woc not, hat 
.ſaith the Apoſtle in khe next Uerter f en will 
| be rich, they fall into teinptati on, and A ſnare, 
| and into many tooliſh and hurrful ov, which 
| drown men in deftru@ion and pe ertizion; For 
| (faith he) che love of mone 1 W gl! 
evil. And then 2 ant 112 00 t charges | 


S $** © 1 


in go e Mn 
Mat onicate. And Nee reaſons v whowe (ould : 
do lo are theſe firft, that we receive all we have 
from God : he gives us all things rithly to in⸗ 
joy. Tben ſecondly, by doing gd and re⸗ 
lieying the netellities of thoſe thar are in want 
we do thercdy lay up in floze fo2 our ſelves, a 
god foundation fo; Eternal Like. God will 
not koꝛget our woꝛk and labour ot love towards 
the Pr. In as much as you! ave done it 
un:o them, ye have done it umo me, Laith 
Chriſt, Mat. 25. 40. And whatſoever we give 
unto the Por, we lend unto the Lom, and he 
will ll certainly repay us. 
Therefoze let al thoſe who expect mercy 
and favour from the Lozd, ſeriouſly conſider 
A 4 and 
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and mind. thele following motives and indute⸗ 


ments to Charity, pzoppunded by a Eddly 
Dtniller , a necelary Duty,which divers men 
are very pꝛone to neglect, Dives would not 
give the Crumbs and Straps of his Table 
to pon Lazarus, Men inn full condition are 


not at all affected with the wants © neceities | 


of others. Se what an evil Unmercifulneſs is, 

Firſt, It is an argument of Covetouſnelſs; 
WhenChiif, Luke 16. 2. bids them make to 
themſelves friends of thegdammon of unrigh- 
© teouſneſs(which he ſo calls,becauſe of mens fin 
either in the getting o2 the uſing of them)ſay- 


ing, they tould not ſerve God and Mammon. 


In the 3 Uerſe tis ſaid, the Phariſes who 
were Covetous derided him, they thought 
Chziſt ſpake like an ignozant man; they could 
ſerve God and kep their wealth to, and not 
caſt it away upon po people. This ſhewed 
their covetoul neſs, and what an evil co vetoul⸗ 
neſs is, St. Paul tells us; a covetous man is 


an Idolater, Eph. 5. 5. and hath no inltri⸗ 


tance in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

2. Unmercikulneſs is an argument ofunlc: 
lief and diſtruſt of God; men think if they 
give to the Pooz, they muſt want themſclves; 
but Prov. 28. 27. He that giveth to the Poor 
ſhall never lack. Mere is the woꝛd of Eod fo? it, 
who is truth it ſelf, and pet men diftruſt ow 
EY: + Ke 7 an 


* thou ſhalt never Jack : ſaith the hard-heapted 
man, Give to the Pooz and — 
ſo gives God the lye, Ecclef, 11. 1 | y 


a L par, and deelares himſelf an unbelieuer. 
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and think of other ways to pꝛovide fox them⸗ 
ſclves. J will keep that 3 tave (ſaich the ca⸗ 


retous man ) if this be gone, J know na where 


0 have moze; the wozld is hard, end i bet 


to keep that we rave, Thug unbeliel 'biſco- 
ters it ſelk. Saith God, Give to the pgotand 


Bread upon the Water, and after 


thou ſhalt find it. Mo, ſaith; — | 
akex;-God 


IJ ſhall never ſ& it again, and ſo m 


3.Unmercifulneſs,is an argument that there 
is no lobe of God in that man, 1 John 3. 17, 
Whole hath this u orlds goods. and ſeeih his 
Brother hath need, & ſHhutreth up his bowels 
of compaſſion from him how dwellethiꝶte loye 


ot God in hin He may ching, and otherg may 


think 2 ſay, he loves God bur there is nat one 
dam of Eods love in that man: loꝛ if aman did 


'. love God he ould love man, who isthe image 


of God. C hꝛiſt commended us,: hat u e love one 
ano. her as he h. th loved us J bn 1. c, iar Be 
teſtiſied his tote by giving his lie, his bleed 
fo: us, and we will rot give a little bread; an 
old garment, a little filver, it is a clear demon⸗ 
traction that there is no love of God in us. 


an - Unmerciſulnels, it hath much trrellx t 
unna⸗ 


| 8 Chriſtian. 
neſs in it, Iſa. 58, 7. Salth the Lon ng 
Dealahy bread to the — 2 Te — ing 
ked, and hide not thy ſelt from thine ownf ** 
feſhz: Ey pes art our own fleſh, Mai. 2. 10 hs 
Have we not all ane Father? Bach not ont God * 1 
treated us: Prov. 22.2, The Ri. h and the obs 
Poor meet 'together,, the Lord is the Maker ſane 
of them all. Now if we hide our eyes from nd 
then, if we will not conſider their neceſſities + rimes 
relieve them, we are cruel and tinnatural; if me b 
man be naked o2 hungry, he will lk to clog ou 
tied himſelf,he, will not hate his own fleſh; op 
Eph; 5. 29. No man ever yet bated his own . k 
fleſh, but nouriſhetb and cheriſheth jr. When. unit 
men therefoze retuſe to ſtrengthen tie hand | |. s 
the p@2 and needy, they deſpiſe & hate their own c 66 
fieſh, they are unnatural, c to pzercn? this, God il. 
hath laid a command to be merciful ,wiccre ts jp j 
Crongeft reaſon and plea may be had againſtit, 10 
Pro, 325. 21. If thine enemy hunger, give him * 
bread to eat, if he be thirſty, gi e tim drink; — 
much moze then to the po, | : | = 
5. Unmercifulneſs , it bzinzs a curle, pca, ki 
many curſes upon men and their cſtates,Þro, | =. 
28. 27. He that hideth his Eye from the poor _ 
ſhall have many acurſe;the po will curſe Him + 
and not only man but gvenGod himſelf curſeth | 
them,Pſal, 41. 1. Bleſſed is he that conlidereth 8 
the poor, Jfa man do it not, ſhall he habe a 
bleſſing? 


n 
1 x; 41. For I was hungry, and ye fed me nor. 
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? tis , Depart from eye curſed, Ma 


10. 
God 
the 
tker 
gull 
25 


5 
h; 


|} 

1 
| 

) 


| the.r hungry belles, and cloathing their nass 


| 
| 


{ God of all conepaſſion, 2 Cor. 11. 3.He'makes 


Had Prov. 3.33, Thecurſe of che Lord is in 


te houſe of the wicked, Sometimes thep haue 


ſtates, fometimes thepare perpleredwithfears 
ind tares, æ ſozrows about their eſtates; fome- 


times they are waſted at Law, ſometimeg 


fire 02 Robbery,ſometimes by ſuch ſecret way 
that none can give a rational account of; 


now that the curſe of God was there. 


6 Unmercifulneſs, it makes men altogether 
unlike God, who is the father of mercy,andthe 


the Sun to ariſe on the evil and the good, & 
ſendeth Rain upon the juſt and upon the un- 
jaſt, Aar. 5. 45. He giveth food to all fleſh, l. 
136.25 To each his ſuſficing ſood in due ſea- 
ſon, & fills every living creature with hisble- 
ſing.He gives liberally & upbraidethnotzgs 
St. James ſaith, Jam. 5. He kears the defires 
ofthe humble and poor, ſal. 10. 16. He is 


kind ro the unthankful and to the evil. ge ye 


therefore merciful, as your heavenly father 
is merciful, Lak. 6. 36. But now, that man 
that is near pinching a miſerable, and doth not 


regard the conditionof the pez to tomfont heit 


hearts, and to ſtrengthen their band. in Hing 


bodies, he is unlike and contrary to 2 
. 1 


t a heart to eat and take the tomſoꝛt ot iss 


* * 
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(all love and bakgels of mercy,pity,and en. n t 


thou U 
dend 
land © 
theeʒt 
day. 2 


paſſion,and eber miudtul of the po, and ha 
made a Lab foꝝ theic-relief, which ſtandeth n 
tamed in the wo al God, unalterable, it tu 
never be repealed oꝛ made void. Deut. 1 5. 


910, 11, 14, 19 If there be among you 


poor man, one of the brethren within am 


the gates of the dand which the Lord thyGu 
veth thee, thou ſhalt not harden thine 
irt, nor ſhut thy hand from thy poor Bro 
ther, but thou ſhalt open thine hand wide ur- 
to him, & ſhalt-ſurely lend him ſufficient for 


his need, in that which he wanteth. Beware 
that there be not a thought in thy wicked |. 


heart:ſaying,the th. year, the year of releaſe 
is at hand, and thinz eye be evil againſt th 

poor Brother, and thou give him . 
he cry unto the Lord again!t tlice, and it be 
fin unto thee, Thou fhalt ſurely give him, & 
thine heart ſhall not be gi jeved ue thou gi- 
veſt unto him, becauſe that for this thing the 


Lord thy God thail bjcis thee in 4th works, 


and in all that thou putteſt thy hand unto. For 
the poor ſhail never ccaſe out ofthe Land, 
therefore command thee ſaying, Thou ſha't 
epenthy hand wide to thy Brother, to the 
voor and nce ly in the land; thou fhalt furniſh 


him liberally out of thy flock, & out of thy | 
mor, & ont of thy Wineprels,or that where- | 


wi:h 


77 


L 


« U 


Ku thee;therefore I command tliee this thing to 


J 
4 

1 day. And to this very purpole is that in ev. - 3 
A 


f with the Lord thy God hath: Weſſed thee; F 
thou ſhalt/give unto him: And chon ſualt - 

nember that thou waſt h bond-man in the 7 
ind of Egypt, & the Lord thy Sed redeemed 


take thou no Uſury of him nor increaſe, but 
fear thy God that thy Brother may love hes. 


thou makeſt a feaſt call the poor lame, & the 
dlind, & thou ſhalt be bleſſed: nb Lu. 14. 18. 
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3536, 39,38, ff thy Brother be waren peer 
faln to decay with thee then thou ſhalt 

relieve him; yea, though he be a ſtranger or 

ſojdurner with thee, that he may lie with * 


thee: thou ſhalt not give him thy mony upon | 
Uſury, or lend him thy victuals upon sncreanfe 8 © | 


here'g two'Statyte Aas of God himtelt chat 
ate of moꝛe forte greater authozitythan all the 
Ads ofÞen o2 Parliaments, which ſhall. never 
be alter! d, but hall be in full fozre & power to 
the end ol the woꝛld pea, all bs a Law to con- 
demn the gainſayerst neglegersthereafinge 
dap of judgment: Chyiſtſaith;Ln. 14. 13. When 


Eod anointed Chzilt to pzeach the goſpel tothe 
p002:and in another place he ſaith, Thepoorre- 
&ived the Goſpel ; And hath not an chaſen 
the pooz of the wozld ts be rich in faith e hoirs 
of the Kingdom, which he has pzomiled 2A 
that love him - Jn Luke 6. 20, ſaith 1 * 
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Blaſſed ate ye poor, for yours is the Kingday tit de 
of Heaven, But in the 24 verſe, Woe uni wall t 
vou that are Rich, for you have receive] bt f 
your ebnſolatioa. In Luk. 16.25, when Dive] e ! 
tryed untoAbrabam to habe mercy on him, ſaith] wi! 
Abraham to him, Ren. ember that theu in til (ent. 
N life. time receivedſtrhe good things. Theu| ther! 

mazdoſt thy Riches thy God, x didit ſhut uy te] ©» 
p + + bowels af commpaſiſon againſt p Lazarus ther: lr 
I forythunſhalt have no mercy. Judas wag a hard 
gearted wzechza covetous traito2,that cared nit 
forthe poo. it every man would do themſelvts 
god by their Eftates,it will bo in laying them | ©" 
out fo2 the pos: For at rhe laft day Riches, if | ug 
not bp; ort to the Gld2p of God, will cer- | Vi 
talliſy riſt up i judgment again men. Se | * 
unt Sti James Tuch, Chap. 8. ver. 1,253.00 | itt 
td you rich men, weep and howl for tik ld 
nſſſexies that ſhalftome pn you: your riches | th 
#6 upred,& your garments moth-eater, | Ot 
youb gold & ſilver is cankered,& the ruſt of | 
them ſhall he's witneſs againſt you, and ſha | _ 
dat your fleſh avit were fire. You have heap- || b 
p Treaſure together for the laſt day. ö 
˖ 

| 


J. Unmerdoffulndls, it puts in a Caveat | 
Near in the Court of Heaven againſt our | 
avers, that the Would RG ——— 
Mechetr. toppeth his rars at 

4 the P8601; he ſhall cry himſelt, = 
S159 no 


= ſhall tonte to ſome great straight oz other; be» 
ive(|-(s-rhep dis, fo as to tr eſther to nn ond: | 


thereloſe when they cry unto man f0y 


with⸗ hold rour pence,tGvod will with-holdhis +# 


' that uifroy, and cannot but pur: 
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not de heard, Prov, 11, 16. Ulnmertifub"mew 


1d when they cry they ſhall not be heard Ey 
would not hear the poor trying, no} — 4 
ſent theſe pooꝛ, and trred to them in thefe 

p, 4 


God will top their ears and turn their bees 
[rom then, ved, ſtop his bwn ears, and turn a- 
way his dwn heart from them, Lok, 6.38. With * Ss | 
the ſame meaſure that ye meer, it | «M6. | 
meaſu ed to you again. Bon ſtop your ears and 55 
Gvd will ſtop his car; you ſhut up vour bowels 

of compaſſtorr; and God will ſhut up his: bu 


Kalents; the rich man tried fo2 a dꝛop of was 
ter. being! in Fell temrnto but neither Abra- 
bam No God would hrarken ta his requeſt; he 1 
that would not give one crumd, muſt-nobre* ⸗ 
teibe one dꝛop. Mar, 5. 7. The-merciful Gal * 
obtain mmetcy, : 1 G85 uf 
8. Unmertikulnefs is a K2ewd-Hgn, aud 

badge of a Kebꝛobate condition 2. a nxxclleſs 
uns name will har diy be Cotind in zhs-Bodk 
bf Life, Col. ;. vt. Pit: un (weith: St. 55 | 
d$ the 1 leck of God, - Bowls: of mer 
kindneſs Thole thatargtije lac of 


had inerch: dnvbeimgentien.they 


92 
9 
' * 
* 
— 
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of merkytdwards others,which declareth chu At 
. Elegidn; an God pittied them, ſothey pittinſ jyct 
_ others. ':But where there is no bowels f tich 
,* . merey,burchurliGneſs,hardneſs,cruelty,am| - : 
d unmercifulncſs, there is a black ſign, and i wh: 
badge d a repobate condition. hav 
9. Unmercitulneſs is a vegre of Purther) tbe h 
ſomie men hate g curſe the posz, and the Scrip| He 
- $F Cart:blulſhes not to call them Purthersrs, Joi] hat! 
- #2 3+ 14. Whoſo hareth his Brother is a Mu- (evi 
„ therer: And Job, 24, 14. The Murtherer riſing} * 
wih ile light, killeth the poor and needy : f nit! 
FE vevileth ways how to oppyeſs them; & to ſuck! 41, 
imd ſqaeze them:and this is a killing of them, lait 
and isa Murtherer fo2 it: So when a man] was 

* leshis Rother oz neignbour. po. finking, am ty 
like to be ruined, & will not reliede him, being] ye 


alle to do it, he falls in a degree ol murther. ber 


Aßdenthen could ſe thig, who laid, that he that} ihe 
| „ Hath power to ſuccour a man, being ready tu wit 
TN and ſuccourshim not, he kills him. | me 
+,  Suppoſoaman is in the water, oꝛ fire, you pals 
by and ſend him not pour hand, which if pos 
had done, his life might have ben ſave, are | anc 
dau not then guilty of his dent h, it you help him | ye 
not? When the Pileſt and the Levite paſſedby | mc 
the mai, chat going from leruſalem to leri- | fro 
o feltguiong Thieves,and relieved him not, 
pm; and had he dyed in that caſe © | tie 


con- 
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| Jcondition, they had been-acceTary to his death, 
þ they it the Po be our fleſh, then our gods are 
pittin ſbelrs as well ag ours, and if we let them pe⸗ 
elsa rich, we murther them and our ſelves tw. 
ty, A 10. The end of that man will be very ſad, 
and of who hath ben mercileſs to the Pooz ; he muſt 
have the end ofa fruinleſs and dead tree, he muſt 

rther) be hewn down and caſt into the fire, Jam,2,1 3. 
Icripf He ſhall have jadgment without mercy , that 
8, Jolf hath ſhewed no mercy, All judgment, meer 
Mur. ſcyerity, and pure math ſhall be his poztion, 
riſi , The chief, if not the only Sin that Chic 
7: He] men tions at the day of judgment, (Mar, 25. 
' 41, 42.) ig unmertikulneſs. To the Righteous 
ſaith he, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, for I 
was hungry an ſye gave me meat, I was thir- 
ſy ard ye gave me drink, I was naked and 
ye cloathed me, therefore I fay unto you, in- 
herit the Kingdom prepared for. you, from 
the beginning of the. world. But unto the 
| wicked and ungodly ſaith Chziſt, Depart from 
me, ye curſed, into eve. laſting fire, prepare! 
for the D vil and his Angels; For I was 
hungry, and ye gave me no meat, I was thiiſty 
re | and ye gave me no drink, I was naked and 
im ye cloathed me not: Pe ſheweb me in my po: 
by | members no pitty noꝛ mercy, therefoze depart 
Th 
t, 

: 


from me, I know you not. 
'Unmexciful men will have no plea oʒ excuſe 
then koꝛ themſelv:s,it will not ſerve their turn 
B then 


So AS. ; 
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then to (ay, J had it not: this will be but an il 
anſwer befo2e the Low, when they ſhall come 


to give an account how they ve uſed t diſpoſed] | 


of thoſe Gods and Talents, which he hath as 
Stewards intruſted them wit hal: when God 
thall(as he will put this queſtion tathem How 
have you ſpent pour wealth - how ha ve you ad 
vanced my gloꝛy by pour Eſtates ? how many 
p90! ſouts have you refreſhed - What anſwer 
will they havezwhat can they lay foz themſelves 
even nothing at all: Their own Conſciences 
will then accuſe,and ſhall bear true witneſs a: 
gainſt them What have you done wich pour 
wealth, ſaith God: which way have you ſpent 
your Eſtates : Saith conſcience then, So much 
have Iſpent to pleaſe my Appetite in ſupecflyi- 
ty of vanitics.z thus much have J ſpent to de 
light mine eye in curions c ober ⸗coſſly cloath- 
ing; and thus much have J ſpent to delight 
mine ears, t to ſatisfie my ſenſes in vain de- 
l'ghts, and in woꝛldly pomp and plealure: hun⸗ 


d2eds and thouſanes have J lpent upon my own 


baſe ſinful luſts and affections ; but what hat | 
thou given to the poo), ſaith God Mhen I had 
oupſpare money, now and then J gave a halk⸗ 


penny eꝛ a luals farthing to a poo man. Ah 
wꝛerched man, willGod fay;hedft thou where: 
wit hal to pleaſc thy carnal luſt, and hadit thou 
rothing moꝛe to [pare foz my pooꝛ members? 


ton unpꝛofttable ſervant, thou ſhalt le caſt into 


utter 
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| utter darkncC3-where ſhall be weeping & wailz 

ing t gnathing of teeth fo) ever. Thou'wouldf 

take no pitty 82 compaſſion on the pa?, there- 
ſoze I will ew thee nomerey. 

Men are very loath to part with any thing 
foz God, but if they did but know the benefii 
of it, ſurely rey would do it moze willingly. 
When Chꝛiſt in the 16 of Luke, bid the young 
man ſell all t follow him, he went away very 
ſozrowful, becauſe he had great poſſeſſions ; 
He had rather let Chꝛiſt alone, & Praven,any 
Sal vation alſo, than part with all: Be did not 
underſtand what a bleTing it ould be to have 
treaſure in Heaven; joy unſpeakable, and full 
of Gloꝛy. He did not think ofthe vanity and 
uncertainty of carthly Riches;he ne*r thought 
of death. and how that he muſt ſhoꝛt ly lea de all 
theſe things behind him, It is a hard thing, ad 
Chuſt koꝛa rich man to enter intoheaven, their 
hearts a e lo giued + faſned to the world, that 
they had rather run tie tazardof tei pꝛecious 
Souls then lo ea part of theis eitate. They 


mig t have laid up in tote ko: the time to come 
| but chey haue treaſured up wꝛath agatni? the 


day of Vꝛath. There ts no better rreature a- 
gainſt the cv'l day, than that which had been 
laid up in the woꝛks of merty and charity. 
The merciful manclaith Solomos) doch good 
to his own Soul, Prov. 17. 17. The mercitul 


man killerh two Eirds with one one, he tom⸗ 


Þ 2 fozteth 


— 
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forteth the ſoul sf others that are in want, and 
ory lapeth vp a po:tion of bliſs fo2 His own 

ou of n 

Seeing then unc haritablencſs igſs great an 
tvil, let us put on bowels of mercp, Turenßth⸗ 
en the hauds, and cover the Nakedrietsof tie 
p002 and necdy z it is now a hard time, and 
things are dear, and trading very mall, and 
the poo? abound; and thereloze now it is very 
ſeaſonable ſo2 thoſe that are rich ta open iht 
bowels of Pitty and Compaſſion towards the 
pooꝛ, and to fuccour thoſe that are in want, 
Holy Job was a Father to tle rooꝛ, ſæ Tis 29 
Chapter, x the 16. Ucrſe. Ye did not cat his 


mozſels alone, but the Fatherlels and Widsb | 


did eat thereof: he delitered the poo2,and the 
Fatherleſs, æ him tlat lad none tohelp him: 
and he was eyes to the blind, and feet to the 
lame, and the blelling of him thet was ready 
to periſh, came upon him; and cainicd the wt: 


dows heart to fing fo2 joy, he did not fuifcr tie | 
poo? fo periſh fo2 waix cf cloatling ; Job, 12, 


17, The bellies and toirs of the poor bleſſed 
him; being ffl!cd and warmed with the fleſht 
flace of his ſheep. It were woll if Jobs Tpirit 
and compaſſion were in all rich men now\4th:[ 
ſo the lungry might be fed, tle naked tloatled 
and the ncceffities of the po? ſt19pi! ed. 


Spare ſomething out of pevr ſtiperfiritics | 


fo: them tan you atozn pour Houſes with Pt! 
5 gures 


The Charital le Chriſtizn. 
tures & Hangings, pour Tables with coſtly 
Carpets, jou: ſi tl eg v ith Bꝛals x Þeviter, 
end out Clo:cts and Cupbocrds With late, 
and have nol ling to: the Pooz, uo we the 
Ten:ples of Eod? Cen 194 ſeed yaur Dogs # 
Paricts, Afes and Tonkeys,and pamper your 
Po2ſcs, and net mind the poo members of 
Chziit that lye at pour Tos 2 Can you ſpend 
xounds and pounds to latisfie and plraſe ous 
carnal Luſts, in a ſuperfluous manner, and 
can pou not now and then ſpare a penny to a 
Foo: Chziſtian - how will the Loꝛd take this 
at your hands ? 

Remember Dives. e had better to 1 ave given 


all to peo? Lazarus than to have met with ſuch 


an end i862 his unmertikulnels. The Tozdreſus 
Ch:(t hath told you, that it is a ble ſle d thing to 
five, Acts 20.3 5. And it is a bicſled thing to 
ſw kindnels to Chziſt; when peu give to tle 
pooꝛ j eu gipe to Chzilt ; Mar, 27. 40. Ia as 
moch as you have done it unt o one of ihe leaſt 
ef the ſe my breiten, ye hate done ic unto 
me. Thep cre Chiifts bzethꝛen they do it uns 
him, x be cccounts it as done to him elk Again 
tonſider, ia it rot a bleſled thing to have thc 
Loꝛdef Heaven & Carth to be indel ted to rou⸗ 
Prov. 19. 17, He that hab pitty of the poor, 
lender}! umo che Lord, and that which he 
hach given, will he pay him again. God is the 
pcoz mans (ceurity, he tabeth rhe debt — 

m⸗ 
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{immſelf, a gives the his word for ſecurity, hie 
faithfulnels and lis lenour are both ingaged 
koꝛ pertoꝛmance: had you tic Citys Bend, 9 
the publick faiths ſecurity loꝛ what vou dif 
burle towardsthe pooꝛ, it were nothing to his, 
O give unto the poo2,and make od as muth 
as you can indebted to vou; he is a good ſure 
Pay-maſter ; Luke 9, 38, Give and it ſhall be 
given to you, good meaſure, preſſed down, 
thaken tegerher, and running over, JF you 
will not make God your debtoz by giving, he 
will bs your Judge foz not giving. 

Me live in dangerous times, and riches are 
untertain things; the only wap to make them 
ſafe, is to beſtow them on the pooz. One had 
this Epitaph upon his Tomb, Tha which] 
have given, that J have, that which I have 
kept, that have loft, Solomon ſaith, Eccleſ. 
11, 1, Caſt thy Bread upon the waters, for 
thou ſhalt find it after many daies, Jf yan keep 


It is the judgment of ſome, that no beggers 
ſhould be relie ved that go from dooꝛ to doo?,rhey 


[ 

L.A 

it, vou loſe it, if you give,you Nall find it again. t 
| 

| 


think it an unwarranrable pꝛactiſe, + the nur⸗ 
ſury of Tagabonds vile perſons, that live in 
no calling, and are under no government, but 
are the ſhame of the agiſtrates, and a diſo; der 
in the Common ⸗ wealth, and a rtpꝛoach of the 
Laws that are made fo2 the relief of the poo? 


in their [everalreſpecive plates, Certainly | 


thoie 
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thoſe that beg up t,down, being able to woꝛk c 

will not, you 6:4gi;t not to relieve; you fin in 

doing it: the Apoſtles rule is, 2 Theſ. 3. 10. If 
my will not work, he muſt not eat. And furs 
ther, when begging is made a Trade, J le not 
how it is juſtifiable befoꝛe God, oꝛ ean be coun⸗ 

fenanced befo2e man. ct toconclude it unlaw⸗ 
ful to give to any that beg, I dare not, Chpilt 
healed the blind Begger, Luk. 18.3 5, 42. John 

9. 7, 8. and did not repꝛove him fo2 then beg: 
ging. Beſides God hath given out a Rule, 
Luke 6. 30. Give to every one that asketh of 
thee; which command would be void x uſeleſs 
if Imigbt not give to no Beggers. Then if 
vou are alile, you ought to give to all that are 
truly po and ne dy, even to thoſe who are able 
to woꝛk, ond willingly would work, but thꝛaugh 
the ill diſpoſition of the tines, cannot get im⸗ 
ployment. Gal. 6. 13. As we have opportuni- 
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ty (ſaith the Apoſtle) let us do good unto all. 
We ought to conſider the neceſſities of the pw? 
they might be in danger of Life, and ready to 
ſtar ve ag Lazu us was at Dives dooz, oꝛ they 
may be ſick, oꝛ lame, oz blind, oꝛ aged, and ſa 
not able to do any thing fo? a livelihood. 

You have (cen the ſoꝛe evils of unmerciful- 
nels, and rhe great blellings that are pzomiſed 
to ſuch as are mertitul, they hall obtain mercy 
when mercileſs men ſhall have no mercpfhewd 
them. Conſider the t the ſame God that made 


them 
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them p292 made pou rich,and night have mad? 
them rich and you pas, vou might have been in 
their condition. Cherefoꝛe ling God hath gi⸗ 
van pou talents, wealth, aad riches,ule them 
to his Glozp ; lay upſome of them in foe fo 
the time to tome, fot eternal life, by laving 
then out on the pooꝛ, that fo at the great day 
of accounts, the Loꝛd may ſap unto you, Well 
done good and faithful ſervant, enter thou 
into thy Maſters joy; thou haſt glorified me 
on earth, naw I will glorific thee in Heaven. 
Thou haſt diſperſed abroad, thou haſt given 
to the poor, thy righteouſneſs endureth' for 
ever; thy horn ſhall be exalted with honour. | 
Pſal. 113.9. Now ſhalt thou receive the 
ſull ryoſſeCſion and enjopment of thoſe unſpea: 
kable Pleaſures that arein Heaven fo: ever. 

N3w then conſider what hath been laid, and 
the Lord give pou underſtanding hearts in all 
things. Now unto him that is able to do a- 
bundantly ma:e fo: us than we can think oe 
dedre.the only wiſe merciful God, be Honour 
and Glo y, nob and ſoꝛ eber: Amen. 


